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EDUCATION & BACKGROUND 

 

 

May 2006 M.S.S.W.:  The University of Texas at Austin School of Social Work 

 Master of Science in Social Work, Clinical Concentration 

 

December 2001 Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge 

Bachelor of Science in Psychology, minor in Sociology 

Honors College Recognition 

 

December 2001  Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge 

   Bachelor of Arts in English 

 

 

PROFESSIONAL LICENSURE 

 

 

March 2016 Certification as a Board Approved Clinical Supervisor in Texas 

 

Dec 2012  LCSW: Certification as a Licensed Clinical Social Worker-Texas 

   License Number: 50155  

 

May 2006  LMSW: Certification as a Licensed Master Social Worker-Texas 

   License Number: 50155 

 

 

AWARDS & HONORS 

 

Health Interprofessional Education Fellow, University of Texas Center for Health 

Interprofessional Education (CHIPE), awarded October 2021 
 

Nominee, Greater Austin Social Workers, Social Worker of the Year, 2017 



 

Rose Dobrof Award, 2010 (Best article in the Journal of Gerontological Social Work, 2009-

2010), Association for Gerontology Education in Social Work (AGE-SW) for co-authorship of: 

 

Choi, N. G., Kim, J. & Asseff, J. (2009). Self-neglect and neglect of vulnerable older  

     adults: Re-examination of etiology.  Journal of Gerontological Social Work, 52(2). 1- 

     17. 

 

The Louis and Ann Wolens Stipend to Work with Older Adults in Long-Term Care (Awarded 

Fall 2004). 

 

Louisiana State University Honors College Recognition (2001) 

 

Louisiana Honors Scholarship (Top Five Percent of Statewide Graduates) 

 

 

ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS AND EXPERIENCE 

 

June 2022 – The Steve Hicks School of Social Work at the University of Texas, Austin 

Present 

  Clinical Associate Professor 

Gerontology Resources and the Aging Community in Education (GRACE) 

Program Co-Director 

In partnership with Dean Sarah Swords, co-direct the GRACE Program, 

including all administrative and programmatic roles/tasks. Oversee and execute 

application, orientation, supervisory, consultative, and evaluative processes. 

Complete scheduled grant reporting, communication, and coordination with the 

program’s funder, The St. David’s Foundation. Conduct outreach and facilitate 

field placement partnerships with community agencies serving older adults.  

Liaise with and provide advising for GRACE Scholars placed in agencies 

focused on serving older adults and their caregivers. Serve as the Field Instructor 

for GRACE Scholars placed in gerontology focused agencies that do not employ 

a social worker. Complete all tasks related to the Field Instruction role: weekly 

supervision, evaluations, consultion with on-site agency supervisors, oversight of 

macro level projects, and feedback on field related assignments. Teach Social 
Work in Health Care and other courses focused on gerontology, healthcare, or 

related practice areas. Plan, coordinate, and host GRACE educational events, and 

give local, state, and/or national presentations on the positive impact of the 

program. Serve on Field Education, MSSW, GRACE, and Community 

Partnership Development Committees.  

 

June 2020 –  The Steve Hicks School of Social Work at the University of Texas, Austin 

May 2022   

  Clinical Assistant Professor 

Earl Maxwell Scholars Program Director 

Gerontology Resources and the Aging Community in Education (GRACE) 

Program, Assistant Director 

Developed an innovative program funded by the St. David’s Foundation and 
designed to integrate social practice into agencies that do not have established 

social service programming and/or social workers. Conducted outreach and 



facilitated partnerships to support placement of graduate students in social 

service agencies that do not have a social worker within their agency. Created 

application, orientation, supervisory, consultative, and evaluative processes and 

procedures for all aspects of the program. Served as the field instructor Earl 

Maxwell Scholars placed in agencies focused on healthcare, mental health care, 

and/or practice with children and families. Field instruction responsibilities 

included providing weekly supervision to students, completing student 

evaluations, consulting with on-site agency supervisors, and providing feedback 

on field related assignments. Served on the Field Education Committee, MSSW, 

and GRACE Committees. Co-chaired the Community Partnership Development 

Committee (CPDC). Formally and informally advised and mentored students 

entering their field practicum. Taught Social Work in Health Care courses at the 

graduate level, as needed. Assisted Dean Sarah Swords, GRACE Program 

Director, with providing specialized outreach, advising, and mentorship to 

MSSW students and GRACE Scholars interested in social work practice with 

older adults. Conducted community outreach to current and potential GRACE 

Program field placement partners and helped coordinate GRACE continuing 

education/professional development events.   

 

  

May/2017 –  The Steve Hicks School of Social Work at the University of Texas, Austin 

May/2020    

Clinical Assistant Professor 

Main Street Renewal & SHSSW Collaboration Program Director 

Taught Social Work Practice and Integrative Field Seminar to MSSW and BSW 

students. Served as faculty liaison to BSW and MSSW first and second-year 

students in agency field placements. Advised students in placement process for 

both BSW field and advanced concentration internships. Engaged in evidence-

based research, program development, supervision and field instruction of 

students placed with the Main Street Renewal (MSR) Collaboration program. 

Conducted formative program evaluation to determine effective eviction 

prevention strategies for people with low incomes renting single family homes 

from a for-profit leasing agency. Served on the Field Education and Community 

Partnership Development Committees. Since September of 2018, served as 

Assistant Program Director for the Gerontology Resources and the Aging 

Community in Education (GRACE) Program, under the direction of Assistant 

Dean Sarah Swords. Provided specialized outreach, advising, and mentorship to 

MSSW students and GRACE Scholars interested in social work practice with 

older adults and caregivers. Also conducted community outreach to current and 

potential GRACE Program field placement partners and helped coordinate 

GRACE continuing education/professional development events.   

 

Jan/2013- The University of Texas at Austin School of Social Work, Austin  

April 2017 (Now the Steve Hicks School of Social Work) 

 

Adjunct Instructor & Faculty Liaison 

Taught Bachelors level Field Practicum/Integrative seminar, Social Work 

Practice with Individuals and Families and Social Work Practice with Groups. 

Served as faculty liaison for BSW and MSSW students in placement at various 

agency locations.   

 



 

May/2007- Affiliated with The University of Texas at Austin School of Social Work 

May/2014 (Now the Steve Hicks School of Social Work) 

 

   Field Instructor 

       Supervised and taught bachelor and master level students in field placement, 

including detailed instruction on assessment, social work theory, evidence-based 

practice, crisis intervention, community resources, ethical standards, 

interdisciplinary work, health care policy, grief and loss and gerontological social 

work. Served as a Gerontology and the Aging Community in Education 

(GRACE) Program field instructor.  

 

 

PROFESSIONAL PUBLICATIONS 

 

Journal Articles 

 

Reitman, D. & Asseff, J. (2010). Parenting practices and their relation to anxiety in 

 young adulthood. Journal of Anxiety Disorders, 24, 565-572.  

 

Choi, N. G., Kim, J. & Asseff, J. (2009). Self-neglect and neglect of older adults and 

 poverty: Re-examination of etiology.  Journal of Gerontological Social Work, 52(2). 

 1-17.  
 

 

Book Reviews 

 

Ferguson, M. & Asseff, (2005). Book review of No Exit: What Parents Owe Their Children 

          and What Society Owes Parents, International Journal of Sociology of the Family, 

          31(2), pp. 163-165.  

 

 

 

ACADEMIC AND CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS 

National Conference Presentations and Invited Lectures 

October, 2020 – Grantmakers In Aging National Conference – Panel Presenter with Dean 

Sarah Swords and K.C. Lawrence, AGE of Central Texas.  

The GRACE Program Workforce Development in Social Work in Aging (Virtual) 

 

June 2019 – University of Michigan School of Social Work. Presenter for the annual meeting of 

the St. Louis Group. Anne Arbor, MI 

Main Street Renewal & The Steve Hicks School of Social Work Collaboration 

 
November 2018 – Council on Social Work Education Field Education Institute, Orlando, FL.  

Infusing Social Justice and Social Work Practice with For Profit Leasing Practices 

 

Reitman, D., Asseff, J., and Songy, L. (May, 2001).  Evaluation of Mailed Normative 

Feedback Intervention to Reduce Excessive Student Drinking. (Data based poster). 
Association for Behavior Analysis 27th Annual Conference, New Orleans, LA. 



Statewide and Local Presentations and Invited Lectures 

October 6th, 2022 – Steve Hicks School of Social Work. Creator & Co-Facilitator. Austin, TX 

Interprofessional Health Care Plan Simulation (virtual) 
 

October 4th, 2022 – Steve Hicks School of Social Work, Field Education Program, Austin, TX 

Field Instructor Training: Effectively Completing Student Evaluations (virtual) 

 
September 20th, 2022 – UT School of Nursing, Dr. Gayle Timmerman’s Clinical Nurse Specialist 

Practicum Class. Guest Speaker. Austin, TX 

The Role of the Social Worker in Health Care  

 

September 14th, 2022 – Alzheimer’s Texas, Austin, TX 

Caregiver Conversations: A Supportive Discussion Series on Caring for those Living with 

Dementia (virtual) 

 

September 7th, 2022 – Westlake Hills Presbyterian Church Caregiver Support Group, Austin, TX 

Effectively Coping with Mood and Behavioral Symptoms Related to Alzheimer's Disease  

 

May 26th, 2022 – Alzheimer’s Texas. Presenter. Austin, TX 

Benefits of Exercise for People Living with Dementia (virtual) 

 

May 24th, 2022 – The Center for Health Interprofessional Education, Co-Facilitator. Austin, TX. 

T3 Interprofessional Train the Trainer Workshop (virtual) 
 

May 9th, 2022 – Alzheimer’s Texas. Presenter. Austin, TX 

Benefits of Horticulture Therapy for People Living with Dementia (virtual) 
 

April 26th, 2022 – Alzheimer’s Texas. Presenter. Austin, TX 

Talking to Family Members and Friends about a Dementia Diagnosis (virtual) 

 

April 18th, 2022 – Alzheimer’s Texas. Presenter. Austin, TX 

Practicing Mindfulness: Strategies for Dementia Caregivers (virtual) 

 

March 29th, 2022 – Alzheimer’s Texas. Presenter. Austin, TX 

Using Reminiscence and Validation to Support People Living with Dementia (virtual) 

 
March 28th, 2022 – Steve Hicks School of Social Work. Creator & Co-Facilitator. Austin, TX 

Interprofessional Health Care Plan Simulation (virtual) 
 

March 24th, 2022 – The Center for Health Interprofessional Practice and Education. Co-Creator 

and Co-Facilitator with Dr. Veronica Young, School of Pharmacy. Austin, TX 

Navigating the Healthcare Marketplace: One Family's Journey. 

 

March 10th, 2022 – Alzheimer’s Texas. Presenter. Austin, TX 

Deciding When It's Time For Hospice or Palliative Care (virtual) 

 

February 28th, 2022 – Alzheimer’s Texas. Presenter. Austin, TX 

Utilizing Home Health Services (virtual) 
 



February 10th, 2022 – Alzheimer’s Texas. Presenter. Austin, TX 

Selecting the Right Level of Care for Your Love One (virtual) 

 

January 31st, 2022 – Alzheimer’s Texas. Presenter. Austin, TX 

Coping with Anticipatory Grief (virtual) 

 

January 25th, 2022 – Alzheimer’s Texas. Presenter. Austin, TX 

Advance Care Planning 101 (virtual) 
 

January 7th, 2022 – The Village at the Triangle Assisted Living Community, Presenter Austin, TX 

Coping with Grief After a Sudden Loss 
 

December 6th, 2021 – Alzheimer’s Texas. Presenter. Austin, TX 

Cultivating Joy and Resilience During the Holidays- Tips for Caregivers (virtual) 

 

November 9th, 2021 – Steve Hicks School of Social Work. Creator & Co-Facilitator. Austin, TX 

Interprofessional Health Care Plan Simulation (virtual) 

 

October 19th, 2021 – Alzheimer’s Texas. Presenter. Austin, TX 

Navigating a Short-Term Stay in a Skilled Nursing Facility- Key Strategies for Caregivers 

(virtual) 
 

September 28th, 2021 – UT School of Nursing, Dr. Gayle Timmerman’s Clinical Nurse Specialist 

Practicum Class. Guest Speaker. Austin, TX 

The Role of the Social Worker in Health Care  
 

September 24th, 2021 – Alzheimer’s Texas. Presenter. Austin, TX 

Transitioning Out of Community-Based Respite Care-When and How (virtual) 

 

August 30th, 2021 – Alzheimer’s Texas. Presenter. Austin, TX 

Living with Pandemic Stress-Tools for Dementia Caregivers. (virtual) 

 

July 26th, 2021 – Alzheimer’s Texas. Presenter. Austin, TX 

Effectively Coping with Mood and Behavioral Symptoms Related to Alzheimer's Disease (virtual) 

 

May 6th, 2021 - The Center for Health Interprofessional Practice and Education. Co-Creator and 

Co-Facilitator with Dr. Veronica Young, School of Pharmacy. Austin, TX 

Navigating the Healthcare Marketplace: One Family's Journey. 
 

April 28th, 2021 – Steve Hicks School of Social Work. Creator and Facilitator. Austin, TX 

The Macro Project Showcase – Supported by the Earl Maxwell Scholars Program 

 

March 12th, 2021 – Steve Hicks School of Social Work. Creator & Co-Facilitator. Austin, TX 

Health Care Plan Simulation (virtual) 

 
March 27th, 2021 –Steve Hicks School of Social Work in Collaboration with the UT Schools of 

Nursing and Pharmacy. Co-Facilitator. Austin, TX 

Social Determinants of Health Simulation (virtual) 
 

March 8th, 2021 – Steve Hicks School of Social Work. Co-Facilitator. Austin, TX 

Hospital Simulation (virtual) 



 
January 29th, 2021 – The Steve Hicks School of Social Work, The Field Instructor Development 

Institute. Workshop Group Facilitator. Austin, TX 

Preventing and Resisting Racial Trauma through Critical Awareness and Action (virtual) 

 

January 12th, 2021 – The Center for Health Interprofessional Education, Co-Facilitator. Austin, 

TX. 

T3 Interprofessional Train the Trainer Workshop (virtual) 
 

October 26h, 2020 – Steve Hicks School of Social Work. Creator & Co-Facilitator. Austin, TX 

Interprofessional Health Care Plan Simulation (virtual) 
 

October 16th, 2020 – Steve Hicks School of Social Work. Co-Facilitator. Austin, TX 

Hospital Simulation (virtual) 

 

October 12th, 2020 – Steve Hicks School of Social Work. Co-Facilitator. Austin, TX 

Hospital Simulation (virtual) 

 
September 29th, 2020 – UT School of Nursing, Dr. Gayle Timmerman’s Clinical Nurse Specialist 

Practicum Class. Guest Speaker. Austin, TX 

The Role of the Social Worker in Health Care (virtual) 
 

September 11th, 2020 – The Steve Hicks School of Social Work, The Field Instructor 

Development Institute. Workshop Group Facilitator. Austin, TX 

Evaluating Field Competencies in the Time of COVID (virtual) 
 

April 21st, 2020 – Steve Hicks School of Social Work. Co-Facilitator. Austin, TX 

Hospital Simulation (virtual) 

 

April 7th, 2020 – Dr. Fiona Conway’s Foundations of Social Justice Class. Guest Speaker.  

Austin, TX 

Disrupting Ageism in Social Work Practice 

 
March 4th & March 11th, 2020 – Main Street Renewal. Presenter. Austin, TX 

De-escalation with Residents and Self Care 
 

Feb. 24th, 2020 – The UT School of Nursing. Co-Facilitator. Austin, TX 

End of Life Simulation 
 

Feb. 13th, 2020 – The UT School of Nursing. Co-Facilitator. Austin, TX 

Detox Simulation 

 

Nov. 21st, 2019 – AGE of Central Texas. Presenter. Austin, TX.  

Effective Discharge Planning from the Skilled Nursing Facility 

 

Nov. 19th, 2019 – The UT School of Nursing. Co-Facilitator. Austin, TX 

Hospital Simulation 

 

Nov. 4th, 2019 – The Literacy Coalition of Central Texas. Co-Facilitator. Austin, TX 

Eviction Prevention Best Practices Focus Group 
 



Oct. 15th, 2019 – UT School of Nursing, Dr. Heather Cuevas’ Clinical Nurse Specialist Practicum 

Class. Guest Speaker. Austin, TX 

The Role of the Social Worker in Health Care 

 

Oct. 4th, 2019 – NASW, TX. Annual Conference. Primary Co-Presenter. Galveston, TX.  

Tackling the Eviction Crisis: An Ecological Systems Perspective of Housing Insecurity 
 

Sept. 24th, 2019 – The UT School of Nursing. Co-Facilitator. Austin, TX 

End of Life Simulation 

 

Sept. 16th, 2019 – Steve Hicks School of Social Work Professional Development Office. 

Presenter. Austin, TX.  

Medicare 101 (Recorded for regional/state access & CEUs) 
 

Sept. 6th, 2019 – The Steve Hicks School of Social Work Field Instructor Development Institute. 

Panelist. Austin, TX 

Best Practices in Field Instruction 

 

Apr. 2019 – Steve Hicks School of Social Work at the University of Texas. Presenter for a faculty 

and staff meeting. Austin, TX 

Main Street Renewal & The Steve Hicks School of Social Work Collaboration 
 

Apr. 2019 – Professor Elaine Cavasos’ Class: Loss and Grief: Individual, Family, and Cultural 

Perspectives, Invited Guest Speaker. Austin, TX 

Recognizing and Supporting Older Adults in the Grief Process 
 

Feb. 2019 –SHSSW & UT College of Pharmacy. Co-Facilitator. Austin 

Poverty Simulation 

 

Nov. 2018 – UT School of Nursing, Invited for Interprofessional Education Panel Presentation. 

Austin, TX 

Educators As Leaders 

 
Oct. 2018 – UT School of Nursing, Co-Facilitator. Austin, TX 

Detox Simulation 
 

Oct. 2018 – The Steve Hicks School of Social Work at the University of Texas. Presenter for the 

GRACE Program Event open to students, faculty, community partners and the general public.  

Austin, TX 

Medicare and Medicaid Across the Life Trajectory.  

 

Oct. 2018 – UT School of Nursing, Dr. Heather Cuevas’ Clinical Nurse Specialist Practicum 

Class, Invited Guest Speaker. Austin, TX 

The Role of the Social Worker in Health Care 

 
Sept. 2018 – UT College of Pharmacy, Co-Facilitator. Austin, TX 

Poverty Simulation 

 

Sept. 2018 – The Steve Hicks School of Social Work, Field Instructor Development Institute. 

Austin, TX 

Clash of Cultures: Helping Students Effectively Serve on Interdisciplinary Teams 



 
Jan. 2018 – The Steve Hicks School of Social Work, Field Instructor Development Institute. 

Austin, TX 

Expanding Opportunities for Growth: Innovations in Field Instruction 

Nov. 2017 – UT School of Nursing, Invited for Interprofessional Education Panel Presentation. 

Austin, TX 

Educators as Leaders: Those Who Lead Must Teach and Those Who Teach Must Lead 

 

Oct. 2017 – The UT School of Social Work. Presenter for the GRACE Program Event open to 

students, faculty, community partners and the general public.  

Austin, TX 

Medicaid and Medicare 101 

 

March, 2017 – Capital City Village, Invited Speaker for agency volunteers. Austin, TX 

Building Coping Skills and Resiliency in Older Adults 

 

May, 2015 – Professor Elaine Cavasos’ Social Work Practice with Individuals and Families 

Class, Invited Guest Speaker. Austin, TX 

Best Practices in Social Work with Older Adults 

 

SERVICE 

Local Board and Committee Positions: 

Current: 

July. 2022- Aging Services Council of Austin 

Present 

 

Past:  

 

Sept. 2012- UT School of Social Work-Gerontology Resources and the Aging Community In 

May 2017 Education (GRACE) Committee member 

 

Jan. 2006- University of Texas Social Work Alumni Network (SWAN) Board Member 

Dec. 2012  

Secretary: 2006-2007 

    President: 2011-2012 

Academic Committee Positions, The Steve Hicks School of Social Work:   

Current 

 

Feb 2022 – Earl Maxwell Scholars Program Advisory Committee-Member 

Present  (Chair-Academic year 2021) 

 

Jan 2021 – UT Health Social Work Grand Rounds Committee-Member 

Present 



 

Sept 2020- Community Partnership Development Committee-Member  

Present  (Co-Chair 2020-2022) 

 

Sept 2020- MSSW Program Committee-Member 

Present 

 

May 2017- Field Education Committee-Member 

Present 

 

May 2017 -  Gerontology Resources and the Aging Community in Education (GRACE) 

Present  Program – Faculty Committee Member  

 

Past 

 

Sept 2018- BSW Program Committee-Member 

May 2020  

  

 

AREAS OF SPECIALTY & RESEARCH INTERESTS 

 

Gerontological Social Work: Evidence-Based Interventions to address Mental Health, Systemic, 

and Basic Needs challenges experienced by Older Adults, Their Families, and Their Care 

Partners.  

 

Social and Healthcare Policy and Service Provision (Long-term Care, Health Care Inequities and 

Disparities, Service Utilization, Minority Aging, Housing, Protective Services, Psychiatric Care, 

Social Security, Medicare, Medicaid) 

 

Grief and Loss, Resiliency and Coping Skills in Adulthood and Older Adulthood 

 

Sustainable Housing, Eviction Prevention, Financial Empowerment, and Related Social Justice 

Implications 

 

Incorporating Social Justice, Anti-racism and Innovative Teaching Practices into Social Work 

Education in Field and the Classroom 

 

Demonstrating the Role and Value of Social Work within Interdisciplinary/Interprofessional 

Teams 

 

 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

 

April/2014- Brookdale Hospice, Austin, TX 

May/2017  

  Clinical Social Worker 

Provided end-of-life counseling and case management to patients and families 

with terminal diagnoses. Developed plans of care in conjunction with 

interdisciplinary team to meet patient and family psychosocial needs. Conducted 

life reviews with patients and families. Facilitated interdisciplinary care plan 

meetings with patients, families, and staff. Co-facilitated grief and loss support 



groups for patients, families, and staff. Trained and supervised social workers 

new the hospice field.       

 

April/2014- Med Options Psychological Services, Austin, TX  

May/2017 

Clinical Social Worker   

Provided clinical counseling to older adult patients and their families in assisted 

living and skilled nursing environments. Engaged in ongoing consultation with 

assisted living interdisciplinary staff to improve overall mental health and quality 

of life for patients coping with various losses and life transitions.    

 

June/2007- West Oaks Rehabilitation and Healthcare Center, Austin, TX 

April/2014  

Director of Social Services 

Trained new social workers hired into the Paramount Company of skilled nursing 

facilities in Austin, including on-site training and ongoing consultation.  

Assessed residents/families for long-term care, discharge planning and/or referral 

resource needs; Developed plans of care with an interdisciplinary team of 

doctors, nurses, rehabilitation specialists, dieticians, psychologists, psychiatrists 

and various other health care professionals; Provided crisis intervention and 

advanced care planning for patient end-of-life decisions; Interfaced with various 

community and regulatory agencies for preservation of patient’s rights and client 

empowerment/improvement of quality of life;  Developed educational programs 

to aide residents and family adjustment to skilled nursing and long-term care 

environment. Facilitated family and resident support groups. Served as a field 

instructor for social work students placed under my supervision for their field 

practicum.  

 

May/2006- Heritage Park Rehabilitation and Nursing Center, Austin, TX  

May/2007 

Director of Social Services 

Assessed residents/families for long-term care, discharge planning and/or referral 

resource needs; Developed plans of care with an interdisciplinary team of 

doctors, nurses, rehabilitation specialists, dieticians, psychologists, psychiatrists 

and various other health care professionals; Provided crisis intervention and 

advanced care planning for patient end-of-life decisions; Interfaced with various 

community and regulatory agencies for preservation of patient’s rights and client 

empowerment/improvement of quality of life; Developed educational programs 

to aide residents and family adjustment to skilled nursing and long-term care 

environment. 

 

Jan/2006 –  St. David’s Hospital Pavilion (Inpatient Older Adult Psychiatric Unit) 

May/2006 Austin, TX 

  

MSSW Intern 

Performed psychosocial assessments and drafted treatment plans with 

interdisciplinary team for older adults experiencing an acute psychiatric crisis; 

Discharge planned with patients and families for the highest quality of life 

placement post discharge; Co-facilitated psycho-therapeutic groups with older 

adults on a weekly basis. 

 



Jan/2005 –  The University of Texas at Austin School of Social Work Resource 

Jan/2006 Office, Austin, Texas 

  

Graduate Assistant 

Wrote publications for school newsletter and drafted correspondence with 

donors; Co-planned various resource development events, including the school’s 

Annual Scholarship Dinner, Advisory Council Meeting, and Fall Follies Talent 

Show; Assisted with resource development planning and networking with 

various community agencies/committees.  

 

Aug/2004 –  Deer Creek of Wimberley Rehabilitation and Nursing Facility, Wimberley, 

May/2005 TX  

  

MSSW Intern 

Assessed residents and families for long-term care, discharge planning and/or 

referral resource needs; Developed plans of care with an interdisciplinary team of 

doctors, nurses, rehabilitation specialists, dieticians, psychologists, psychiatrists, 

and various other health care professionals; Provided crisis intervention and 

advanced care planning for patient end-of-life decisions; Facilitated reminiscence 

groups with residents and families on challenges related to long-term care 

placement.  Performed life-review/reminiscence interventions with long-term 

care patients with mild to moderate dementia. 

 

Aug/2003 –  The American Cancer Society, Austin, TX 

July/2004  

Cancer Information Specialist 

Educated patients and families on prevention and early detection of cancer; 

Assisted cancer patients in understanding and coping with their disease, 

including diagnosis, treatment options and side effects of treatment. 

 

Aug/2002 –  Louisiana Association of Nonprofit Organizations, Baton Rouge, LA  

July/2003  

Program Coordinator 

In conjunction with United Way Agencies in Louisiana, co-developed business 

plan, "Louisiana 211", for a statewide information and referral system; 

Coordinated public policy and advocacy research, events and online campaigns, 

including LANO Annual Conference of Louisiana Nonprofits; Assisted in 

writing and editing of grants and various publications. 

 

 

RESEARCH EXPERIENCE 

 

Aug/2005 –  The University of Texas at Austin School of Social Work, Austin, TX 

Dec/2006  

Research Assistant 

Assisted with study:  Mental Health Needs of Low-Income Older Texans: A Pilot 

Study of Assessment of Depressive Symtomatology and Preferred Treatments.  

Principal Investigator, Namkee Choi, Ph.D.  Conducted interviews of low-

income older adults, screening for depressive symptomatology and social 

support.  Also assisted with literature review for:  The Adult Protective Services 



Client Assessment and Risk Evaluation Form (APS CARE form) Validation 

Study, Principal Investigator, Namkee Choi, Ph.D. 

 

Jan/2001 – Louisiana State University Psychology Department, Baton Rouge, LA 

May/2001  

Student Researcher 

Collected data during camp for children with ADHD for study:  Behavioral 

Observation of the Effects of Adderall on Anxiety Related Behaviors for Young 

Children with a Diagnosis of ADHD.  Supervised by John Northup, Ph.D. 

 

Aug/1999 –  Louisiana State University Psychology Department-Honors College 

May/2001 

Student Researcher 

Completed undergraduate honors thesis; Conducted literature reviews, proposed 

project, analyzed data and defended a final draft before committee of three 

faculty members.  Supervised by David Reitman, Ph.D. 

 

 

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS-CURRENT 

 

Aging Services Council of Austin, Member 

 

American Society on Aging, Member 

 

Greater Austin Area Social Workers (Professional Medical Social Workers), Member 

 

NASW-Texas, Member 

 

Council on Social Work Education (CSWE), Member 

 

PROFESSIONAL CERTIFICATIONS 

 

Texas State Board of Social Work Examiners and Texas Behavioral Health Executive Council 

Approved Clinical Supervisor 

 

Licensed Clinical Social Worker in the state of Texas 
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